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' The Fence Post

’ Economic uncertainty contin-
@8 ues to reign, on Wall Street, in
Main Street coffee shops and espe-
cially in our state capital. The

" backlog of bills continues to mount
in Springfield, with reimbursements, infra-
structure projects, and jobs on the line.

When “public” funds become scarce, the
private sector, you and I, associations, cor-
porations, and businesses small and large,
are called upon to “step up to the plate”, so
to speak, to support those causes and enti-
ties that matter most to us.

Both this Association, and its members,
have done so over the past couple of years.
This issue details a few of those efforts
right in our own backyard, made possible
by the families that make up Farm Bureau.

Steve Arnold, Editor

At right, farmer Chris Collins unloads
=| corn to benefit St. Peter’s Food Pantry in
a 2009 Harvest for ALL file photo.

Local Farmers Join Fight
Against Hunger, Again
Kane County farmers are again helping

to restock the shelves of local food pantries |

through the Kane County Farm Bureau’s
“Harvest for ALL” campaign. The program
was developed in 2009 to encourage local
farmers, members and consumers to join in
the effort to provide local hunger relief.

Through the program, farmers donate a
portion of their harvest to benefit a local
food pantry of their choosing. The Farm
Bureau’s not-for-profit Foundation handles
paperwork and contributions and forwards
100% of all donations to the food pantry of
the farmer’s choice.

“Farm Bureau member participation in
2009 exceeded our expectations,” said
Kane County Farm Bureau President Bob
Gehrke, “and 2010 is shaping up to be
exceptional also. The support the program
has received from local farmers shows that
they recognize the need, and are ready to
step up to help.”

Signs like this one (left), on Perry Road
west of Kaneville mark the location of a
L humanitarian effort by local farmers to
help their neighbors in time of need.

It

Thanks for your pledge to combat hunger in our communities goes to: 7

Horton Farms, St. Charles
Collins Farms, Wasco

Luck-E Holsteins, Hampshire
Follman Farms, Elgin

Keifer Brothers, Maple Park

Al Hintt & Sons Trucking, Elgin
Stojan Vegetables, Maple Park
Kaneland FFA Chapter

Alan & Gayle Volpp, Burlington
Bruce & Judy Krog, Elgin
Gould Farms, Maple Park

Tim & Sue Metz Family, Burlington

Gehrke Farms, Elgin

Ramm Farms Inc., Maple Park
Elburn Cooperative Company, Elburn
Joe & Bonnie White, Elburn

Bob & Carol Bronski, Sycamore
Kenyon Bros. Company, South Elgin
Lenkaitis Holsteins, Campton Hills
Steve & Merry Pitstick, Maple Park
Norton Farm, St. Charles

Richard & Mary Lee Pitstick, Maple Park
C&C Mulch, Geneva

Mary Grommes, North Aurora

Paul (Grizz) Stover, and Karl Kettelkamp, Elburn
Jaynes Family & Lenkaitis Holsteins, Campton Hills

reserve a place at the picnic.

Cgling all Kane COunwblic Officials!

P -

Our 5th Harvest Leadership Picnic for
Kane County public officials will be held
Wednesday, September 15. Dunteman
Turf Farm in Kaneville has been chosen by
the Government Affairs and Public Policy
Committee as the site for 2010.

The picnic provides a venue for local
Farm Bureau leaders and public officials to
discuss issues of mutual concern in a relax-
ing, informal atmosphere and provides
Farm Bureau the opportunity to say thanks
to local officials who help keep Kane
County a great place to farm. Having local
farms host the picnic helps public officials
learn more about the realities of farming
and the variety of Kane County agriculture.

The picnic is an invitation only event and
reservations are requested. Public officials
are asked to contact the Farm Bureau at
630 584-8660 or steve@kanecfb.com to

N SO

George Alexander of Batavia drives a team of
draft horses on a tour for local officials through
Spring Bluff Nursery during the 2009 KCFB
Harvest Leadership Picnic.
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Changes Necessary to Meet the Goal of National Export Initiative

The American Farm Bu-

H A R V EST Doubling Exports in Five Years: How We Do It
FOR .

reau Federation (AFBF), the
Coalition of Service Indus-
tries (CSI) and the National

* Association of Manufactur-

Kane County Farm Bureau
President Bob Gehrke of El-
gin accepts a Certificate of
Appreciation from Julie Yurko
of Northern lllinois Food Bank
for the Bureau’s partnership
in the fight against hunger.

The Bureau’s 2009
“Harvest for ALL" program
raised nearly $15,000 in cash
and in-kind contributions for
the Food Bank and area food
pantries, and was named a
“County Activity of Excel-
lence” by the American Farm
Bureau Federation.

Following an April recog-
nition and appreciation dinner
at the Food Bank for program
contributors, Farm Bureau
volunteers, like Director
Wayne Schneider of West
Dundee (below) pitched in to
help package food for area
shelters, food pantries and
soup kitchens.

lllinois farmers contributed
over 1.7 million pounds of
food and 1,800 volunteer
hours to food pantries last
year through their local Farm
Bureaus. As the need has
not diminished, Harvest for
ALL continues for 2010.

ers (NAM) put forth a com-

| prehensive approach to dou-

ble U.S. exports in five years,
a goal of President Obama’s.

Under this approach, the
three organizations outline
policy changes needed to
improve market access and
level the playing field in a
competitive global market.
Doubling exports in five
years is an ambitious but
achievable goal if major
changes are enacted:

1.) Enact pending trade
agreements with Colombia,
Panama and South Korea.
2.) Pursue new trade agree-
ments. 3.) Reduce non-tariff
barriers. 4.) Improve com-
petitiveness with invest-
ments in infrastructure and
trade facilitation initiatives.
5.)Pursue a Doha Round
agreement that expands
world trade. 6.) Improve
export promotion efforts
and financing policies.

“Growth in U.S. agricul-
tural exports will be achieved
with aggressive actions to
expand market opportunities
and reduce trade barriers,”
said AFBF’s Rosemarie Wat-
kins. “These measures are
critical for increasing U.S.
agricultural competitiveness
around the world and meet-
ing the growing world de-
mand for food with U.S.
agricultural products.”

“While services account

for 80 percent of the U.S.
economy, they account for
only about 31percent of U.S.
exports, in part because of
the prevalence of barriers to
services trade around the
world,” said CSI’s Bob
Vastine. “If the President's
goal of doubling exports is
to be realized, the U.S. gov-
ernment must create a sup-
portive trade policy environ-
ment that addresses discrimi-
natory trade barriers erected
by many of our trading part-
ners.”

“If drastic changes are
not made to double exports,
our nation’s manufactured
goods exports will fall nearly
$300 billion short of the
President’s goal in 2014,”
said NAM Vice President
Frank Vargo. “Our partners
and competitors are moving
forward with negotiating
new free trade agreements
and enacting other policies
to boost exports, and the
U.S. is being left behind.”

Local Foods Growth Targeted

A food industry
veteran has been
hired by lllinois
Farm Bureau to
head the associa- \
tion’s efforts to )
expand networks HASKINS
for local foods marketing and
distribution. Cynthia Haskins
joined the FB family in August,
bringing 28 years of experi-
ence in fruit and vegetable
marketing, branding, broker-
age and distribution. Haskins
role will include expansion of
wholesale, retail, restaurant,
school and direct-to-consumer
markets for local food.

Healthy Kids ,
Healthy Future

Local farmers who gath-
ered at the Farm Bureau this
past summer to discuss the
needs of suppliers of fresh,
healthy local food, received an
update on Kane County’s “Fit
for Kids” initiative. As one
of 41 sites selected for the
Robert Wood Johnson Foun-
dation Healthy Kids, Healthy
Commmnities initiative, Kane
County was awarded a grant
of $360,000 to improve op-
portunities for physical activ-
ity and access to affordable
healthy foods for children and
families in the county.

Kane County’s “Fit for
Kids” initiative began in 2008
in response to the fact that
one in six—or 16 percent—of
all Kane children under 18
years of age are obese. “Fit
for Kids” engaged community
members & leaders to assess
the changes needed in their
communities to promote
healthy living and prevent
childhood obesity.

KCFB Manager Steve Ar-
nold has teamed up with
Northern Illinois Food Bank
Executive Director H. Dennis
Smith to chair a food systems
work group. Other civic lead-
ers and professionals are lead-
ing faith, health, economic
and community based groups
to advise and inform the
Health Department’s long
range planning.

This health-promoting
vision will be incorporated in
the Kane County 2040 master
land use and transportation
plan updates, which will be
developed over the coming
months by the Kane County
Regional Planning Commis-
sion for County Board ap-
proval.
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FB provides input on CMAP regional land use plan

The Chicago Metropolitan Agency
for Planning (CMAP) sought out the
Kane County Farm Bureau in August
to provide comments on a draft of
CMAP’s “Go to 2040” Comprehensive
Regional Plan. “Go to 2040 will guide
CMAP as they integrate planning of
land use and transportation for
Dupage, Cook, Kane, Kendall, Lake,
McHenry and Will counties.

In an August 2 meeting of FB lead-
ers with CMAP, the group voiced its
concerns with the plan’s lack of infor-
mation on agricultural land uses and its
specific call for the acquisition of
150,000 acres of open space.

In a follow-up letter to CMAP,
KCFB President Bob Gehrke said, in
part, “Agricultural land is open space,
which is recognized and appreciated in
the Plan. However, we have concerns
with the call for the acquisition of an
additional 150,000 acres of Open
Space. Given that only 800,000 acres
of farmland still exist in the region, and

KCFB to Pay 4-H Premiums

Each year
hundreds of
exhibitors
bring live-
stock and
projects in
categories
from interior
decorating to
woodwork-
ing to the Kane County Fair. Many of
the exhibits are the result of the hard
work and dedication of area youth
who are a part of the University of
lllinois Extension’s 4-H program.

Normally, in addition to a ribbon,
exhibitors receive cash premiums ac-
cording to standards met in the pro-
ject work, to reward them for a job
well done. Due to a lack of certainty
in the funding of many state pro-
grams, it wasn’t clear until August 4 if
the State of Illinois would appropriate
premiums this year.

that most new Open Space acquisitions
will be agricultural land, this creates the
potential for loss of 18.75% of the exist-
ing farmland base. It also creates
“competition” for land between publicly
funded entities and land developers, of-
ten squeezing out farmers.”

Members present at the meeting also
cited the plan’s call for blanket reform
of the state’s property tax system and
additional funding for local, state and

federal government, without specifics, as

areas of concern.

KCFB submitted written comments
prior to the August 6 public comment
deadline, including significant recom-
mendations for revisions of the plan’s
new Local Foods chapter. With this
feedback, the Farm Bureau hopes to
help CMAP improve stakeholder buy-in
on “Go to 2040” and develop a bal-
anced approach to the use of one of the
region’s most valuable assets, its 800,000
acres of mostly prime farmland.

Therefore, the Kane County Farm
Bureau Board of Directors, at their
August meeting, approved a resolution
to fund and award 2010 Kane County
Fair premiums to 4-Hers, totaling ap-
proximately $9,500.

“We want to show 4-Hers that we
appreciate the work they put into their
fair projects, and continue our strong
support of 4-H and the University of
lllinois Extension programs,” said
KCFB President Bob Gehrke.

4-H Youth Development Educator
Deanna Roby says that this gift is an
example of the long-time partnership
between the U of I extension and
Farm Bureau. “This is great news for
a lot of young people who really put
their heart into these projects,” said
Roby.

Annual grants from KCFB to the
4-H Foundation, and from the KCFB
Foundation to the U of | Extension,
also help fund Extension’s local 4-H,
youth education, food and nutrition
programs.

Foundation Grants Support
Local FFA Chapters

Now in its 2nd year,
the Kane County Farm
Bureau Foundation’s
“FFA Chapter Grant”
program recently made
unrestricted grants of
$500 each to three
area FFA Chapters.
Designed to encourage
and reward community service among
FFA members, the program tracks volun-
teer participation at three Farm Bureau
community service events and provides
extra credit” for Chapter initiated commu-
nity service events.

For the 09-10 school year, Kaneland’s
FFA Chapter donated a portion of the pro-
ceeds from their Chapter’s corn test plot to
Between Friends Food Pantry in Sugar
Grove. Hinckley—Big Rock FFA’ers do-
nated potted flowers grown in the school
greenhouse for community beautification.
Central FFA students volunteered their
time at a soup kitchen run by Holy Trinity
Church in Elgin.

The Farm Bureau and its Foundation
are proud of our association with FFA and
commend all the students involved for
their exemplary community service.

MCCORMICK

EARMALL cus

Tickets will go on sale soon for the KCFB
Foundation’s fifth annual raffle. For 2011,
the Foundation has gone back to the raffle’s
roots, with a “Winner’s Choice” prize. The
Grand Prize winner will have a choice, be-
tween a restored 1950 Farmall Cub, a new
John Deere riding mower, or $2,500 cash.

The Foundation also chose to incorpo-
rate 2010’s popular Farm, Food and Fuel
theme into the raffle. With the Grand Prize,
an albeit small, Farm tractor; the second
prize, $1,000 in groceries (Food) and the
third prize, $500 worth of Fuel.

The winners will be drawn at the 6™ An-
nual Touch-A-Tractor event in April 2010.
Tickets, priced at $10 each or 3 for $25 will
be available beginning in October from
Farm Bureau or Foundation directors or
through the Farm Bureau office by contact-
ing us at 630 584-8660.
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