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Kane County Farm Bureau Foundation Programs & Activities...

Summer Ag Institute

Touch-A-Tractor

“"FUN"draising

o Kane County Fair Country Store The
Fair provides the Foundation the opportu-
nity to raise funds and friends by offering
unique hand crafted items and farm themed
gifts. Buck Bros, Inc. of Hampshire and
DeKane Implement of Big Rock cooperate
in this effort, allowing the Foundation to sell
farm toys on consignment.

v Bucket [
Raffles A 2nd i
County Fair
FUNdraiser,
the Foundation
holds an annual {8
Bucket Raffle
in conjunction
with our Farm Zoo and the Country Store.
Local businesses donate merchandise, gift
certificates, etc. for the raffle. Fairgoers
purchase the raffle tickets and place their
ticket in the bucket corresponding to the
prize they hope to win. Funds raised from
this event go towards scholarships and
internships for college students pursuing
careers in agricultural fields of study.

© John Buck Memorial Golf Outing
Established in 2001 by an endowment in
memory of the late John Deere dealer, the
proceeds raised from this annual benefit
fund John Buck Memorial Scholarships,
administered by the Foundation.

Other Revenue Sources

© Member contributions An agreement
between the Foundation and the KCFB
allows Farm Bureau members to make con-
tributions to the Foundation along with
annual dues to KCFB.

© Foundation Memorials Memotials
have been established by the family and
friends of several Farm Bureau Members
upon the passing of a loved one. Funds
may be earmarked by contributors to benefit
specific Foundation programs/scholarships.

Teachers from local schools participated in
the Kane County Farm Bureau’s 10th
“Agricultural Tour for Teachers,” a graduate
credit course on agricultural
research, inputs, production,
processing and marketing
during June. The course is
invaluable in helping teachers
incorporate agriculture into
their classrooms.

With over 30 tour sites and
presenters, the one week
course provides a broad over-
view of Kane County farms, commodities and
agribusiness. Teachers consistently rate this

i

course as “one of the best I’ve ever taken

Ag Days

In March, over 1,600 fourth grade elementary
school students participated in Kane County
Farm Bureau’s AgDays at Mooseheart. Now in
its 25th year, this Women's Committee Program
promotes the agricultural industry to students in
a fun, educational and exciting way.

Students, most
from urban and
¢ suburban areas, are
% able to experience
the many facets of
agriculture, its
importance and
| how it affects their
daily lives. Mote
than 150 volun-
teers are required to make AgDays a success.

The program’s longevity and volunteer support
are indicative of its importance and the chief
reason why the Foundation provides financial
support for this effort.

This 4th annual family event took place
March 27-29, 2009 on the lawn of the Kane
County Farm Bureau. Touch-A-Tractor has
been a huge success
thanks to our many
generous volunteers,
local farmers who
contributed farm
equipment and an-
tique tractors and
local FFA Chapters.

Touch -A-Tractor
helps teach families and especially young chil-

dren more about agriculture and farming with
activities for the whole
§ family. Children could
ride a pedal tractor, go
to the farm animal zoo,
explore the tractors and
combines, while adults
enjoyed the antique
tractors and agriculture
4 displays. Touch-A-
Tractor returns to the
¢« KCFB every year during
the last week in March.

Foundation Raffles

The first Tractor
Raffle helped the
Foundation raise
nearly $14,000 in
2007. The 2008
raffle raised neatly
$8,000 and helped
increase Foundation Scholarship awards by 50%
for local college students. With the unique twist
of a choice of a restored antique tractor or a

new riding mower, the raffles have been a suc-
cess in raising funds and friends for the Founda-
tion’s scholarship programs.

In 2009, the Foundation offered a choice of
$20,000 cash or a new E-85 Chevrolet pick-up

to winner Mike

Probst of Elburn.
The raffle helped
#" raise over $10,000
for scholarship
- and agricultural
literacy programs!







